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of nationalism was borrowed from the West, and yet its
development inevitably led to the repudiation of all things
Western. Western ideas had formerly served as the foci of
new lines of development. They are now rejected simply
because they derive from the West. Attention is often
diverted from essentials and concentrated upon trivial
externals that hardly matter.

Paradoxical as it may sound, capitalism with its political
expression in imperial domination exaggerates the import-
ance of nationality. Capitalism is based on the private
ownership of the instruments of production. Private owner-
ship leads to production for profit instead of production
for use. The larger the scale of production the greater
the room for profit. The logical sequel to the process of
large-scale production is a tendency to world monopoly.
The essence of modern capitalism lies in the capture and
exploitation of foreign markets. The profits of such world-
wide exploitation are however confined primarily to the
possessing class. To divert the attention of the dispossessed
among their own people, they exalt the idea of national
unity. This has led to the growth of an exaggerated nation-
alism among the European peoples. It conceals internal
conflicts and maintains a facade of unity before the foreigner.
The British have exploited national feeling with resounding
success. Their attempt to apply it in the Indian context
has led to startling developments.

A trend towards unity has throughout the ages governed
Indian history. In the ancient period it led to the synthesis
of diverse peoples and cultures in a hierarchical system.
A unity of outlook developed which transcended racial
and provincial barriers. The urge towards political unifica-
tion also made itself felt, but it was counteracted by the
vastness of the country and the absence of adequate means
of communication. The lack of opportunity for intercourse
fitted with the predominantly agricultural economy of the
day. Together, they encouraged the growth of local auto-